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R alph Jacob “RJ” Kunkle lived an extraordinary life for all his 93 years.

RJ was a self-made businessman who started his first business in 1951. He
worked in historic restoration for his entire career and was known all over the mid-

west for his work. He restored over 100 courthouses and worked on multiple state

capitols and countless churches and other historic sites. RJ’s impact in historic
restoration extends today in the next generation as his daughters Melissa and Cassie

each operate very successful businesses in the historic trades that RJ so loved.
RJ was known to be smart and warm and a very generous person. He was witty and

often entertained those around him with interesting facts. RJ was never at a loss for

words and was always quick to share his opinions on any subject. He was
compassionate and loving as well as tough and stubborn all at the same time. He

offered to all those who knew and loved him a tremendous love and passion for life
and all the joys of family and friends.

RJ loved travel and most enjoyed travel with Susan in the many trips they shared

around the world. He adored every moment spent with family and friends, especially
playing cards. He loved to “shoot-the-moon” in a Hearts game. One of his passions

was golf. He even made a “hole-in-one.” He was a pilot and loved to tell the stories of
crashing 7 airplanes and walking away from 6 of the crashes. He had to swim from

the 7th crash in Pleasant Hill Lake. As one of his long-time friends said, “He was one
of a kind. He was the best organizer from all the golf matches, golf trips, football pool

parties and of course one pocket games. God will never make his duplicate.” At his

core was his love of life, love of family and his will to live life to the fullest.
RJ is survived by Susan Neff, his loving companion, his daughters, Lynne Kunkle,

Melissa (Rick) West, Cassie (Randall) Gardner and Tracey Simpkins, his sister Nancy
Naucke, and grandchildren, Joel (Hillary) Gray, Lauren (Rob) Gray, Alexa Gray, Louis

Kunkle, Justin (Caroline) Cecil, Kara (Alex) Cecil-Wietrzykowski, Grant West, Nathan
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West, Mason Gardner, Courtney (Alan) Hicks, Cassidy Simpkins, Lindsay Burkhart,

Erin Burkhart, Oliver Coffey, Carlin Coffey and 12 Great-Grandchildren.
RJ was preceded in death by his wife, Jacqueline Kennedy Kunkle, as well as his son,

Paul Louis Kunkle, his daughter Heidi Cecil and his brother P. William Kunkle.
RJ will be greatly missed by all those who knew him.

Please join us as we celebrate the extraordinary life of RJ Kunkle.

You always had a hug, a smile, a positive outlook and never knew a stranger. Our
Hearts games will be forever changed. You gave us many memories which we will

share lovingly.
Family invites you join our celebration of his extraordinary life and to share his

stories on Friday, October 21 from 5:00–9:00 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel of

Dublin. 600 Metro Pl N, Dublin, OH 43017
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Celebration of  Life

Double Tree by Hilton of Dublin

600 Metro Place North, Dublin OH 43017
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AL Anita  S Lambert posted:

While at Worthington Christian High School, I remember RJ cheering for our basketball games,

then treating the whole team to dinner at Forest Park Inn. His heart, spirit and generosity made a

big impression on me for most of my life. I had the pleasure to enjoy his laugh and sense of

humor into my adult life. These memories will be treasured!

September 19 at 6:48 PM

BK Barb Collier  Kaylor  posted:

RJ will be missed by so many, we are sending prayers for GOD to wrap his arms around Susan

and the entire family, and fill their memories for of all the good times..Barb Collier Kaylor & Ken

Kaylor

September 17 at 5:36 PM

CB Charles Bauer  posted:

Our condolences from the Leonard L Bauer family, Dianna, Charles and Kris

September 17 at 10:30 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ralph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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